
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

 

Christmas Day 

25 December 2021 

 

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

 

Opening Words  

L: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

P: And we beheld his glory. Alleluia! 

L: Let us worship God. 

 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession  Eternal God, you sent your Son to be born among 

us that we might be born again to newness of life. Fill us with the wonder of this holy 

day. Help us to treasure in our hearts the good news of Christmas, that our lives may 

show your great and gentle mercy. Praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God 

forever. 

 Lord of all mercy, through Jesus Christ you call us to grow in grace and favour. 

Have we closed our eyes to your glory, our minds to your truth, and our hearts to your 

Spirit? Enter our hearts and be born in us today. Assure of your forgiveness and grant 

us your peace. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored our 

human nature. Grant that we may share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, who 

humbled himself to share our humanity, and now lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever more. Amen 

 

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “The grace of God has come, bringing salvation to all.” May God grant us pardon, 

true repentance, and bring us to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 

 

Prayer for Illumination   Loving One, through the words of Holy Scripture, let your 

Word be born in us this day; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The Psalm for the Day 

 

Psalm 98   (Word of praise for God’s salvation) 

 

O sing to the Lord a new song, 

   for he has done marvellous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

   have gained him victory.  

The Lord has made known his victory; 

   he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.  

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

   to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

   the victory of our God.  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

   break forth into joyous song and sing praises.  

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

   with the lyre and the sound of melody.  

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

   make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.  

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

   the world and those who live in it.  

Let the floods clap their hands; 

   let the hills sing together for joy  

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

   to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

   and the peoples with equity. 

 

 (Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

 

A Reading for the Day 

 

St Luke 2: 1-20 (The birth of Jesus Christ according to St Luke) 

 

And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 

Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
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And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with 

Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 

the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 

manger. 

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told 

them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 

were told them by the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 

they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Risen Christ. 

P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Some thoughts on the Reading 

 

St Luke 2:10   And the angel said unto them, “Fear not….” 

 

I want to talk about peace this morning – the sweet, calm feeling of peace, which 

is the antidote to its opposite: fear, the tumultuous feeling of fear. We’ve all had a crash 
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course in fear for the last two years. And with that fear comes enormous fatigue. We’re 

laboured and heavy-laden now. What does the Christmas story have to say about that? 

“Fear not”, says the angel. The angel’s deliberate saying of those words – “Fear 

not” – must mean the shepherds did feel fear. We speak of that ‘deer-in-the-headlights 

look’ when something loud and strange explodes before us. Our peace is shattered. We 

freeze or run. 

But fear has been airbrushed from our telling of the Christmas story. Think of a 

typical Christmas card scene. Shepherds and a flock of sheep sprawl across a hillside; 

Above them a flock of angels hover, like a 747 with its landing lights on. One of the 

shepherds is lying down, leaning on an elbow, pointing a relaxed finger in the direction 

of the angels, as if to say, “Look at that, will you? Angels. Fancy that…” – as though 

he’s just taking this chance to point out the Big Dipper to some less-educated friends. 

Where’s the dread? Where’s the panic? Shouldn’t those shepherds be full of fear 

and trembling? After all, “Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest.’” If I were a night 

watchman, lazy with lethargy, and I were suddenly assaulted by a supernatural ‘sound 

and light show’, my heart would race as fast as a hummingbird beating its wings. I’d 

freeze or run. I’ll bet they did too. 

When God approaches us, or we approach God, we’re bound to feel timid, 

powerless, and panicked. It happens in the presence of celebrity, too, not just ‘divinity’ 

– though we sometimes confuse the two, as when Wayne and Garth get into a sweaty 

panic and fall on their faces before their rock hero, Alice Cooper, shouting, “We’re not 

worthy, we’re not worthy!” 

The Bible portrays something like this on its opening pages. When Adam and 

Eve ate from the tree of knowledge “their eyes were opened, and they knew they were 

naked,” says the Book of Genesis. Did their freshly opened eyes sport that ‘deer-in-the-

headlights look’, I wonder? Right away, they covered themselves with fig leaves. What 

made them do that? Anxiety, and its close cousin Fear. When we’re anxious, we start to 

cover things up – we fear exposure, we mask our true feelings, and we bury our true 

self. We hide. 

God finds Adam and Eve cowering in a corner of the Garden, and says, “Why 

did you hide?” “Because I was afraid,” says Adam. 

“I was afraid.” Adam and Eve portray the human condition. They show what it’s 

like to be ‘us’ – anxious, panicky, exposed as we are to the illness of life, and ill-at-ease 

with each other. Fear speaks from within. “Am I good enough? Am I safe enough? Do I 

have enough? What if I suffer? What if I fail? Why must I live only one day to die? Who 

will accept me for who I am? Oh…and what if I get Covid?” 

So, we hide. We wear our masks, both literal and metaphorical. We keep our 

distance from each other, from God, and from our real selves. About the gift we are, 
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and the gift we have it within ourselves to offer to the world, fear shouts this: “Don’t 

even bother! Don’t offer your gift! Hide it away! We’re not worthy, we’re not worthy….” 

In spite of their fear, the shepherds ran to the stable. Good for them! For that 

stable was the first Christian Church that night – a fragile sanctuary for the Word of 

God. And what did they find there? They found that God had come to live this this life 

with us, to save and transform our lives from within by exposing us to the love that 

casts out fear. 

Here’s a God whom we need not hide from for fear of condemnation. If we 

quake with fear let it be from the magnitude of God’s love, that he should come to us 

this way, as one of us; so small, so powerless. Like us. For who’s more helpless than an 

infant child? Yet who could command more of our love and allegiance? 

Rowan Williams: “When God comes among us, he doesn’t force his way in to 

dominate and crush; he announces his arrival in the sharp, hungry cry of a newborn 

baby…. He doesn’t invade, doesn’t push us out of the way, doesn’t reduce or demean 

us; he invites, he opens up to us his own infinite hospitality, drawing us into his world, 

his life. He makes us more than we are, not less.” 

Or how about this, from G.K. Chesterton? “The Spirit of Christmas is as if 

someone found an inner room in the heart of his own house, which he had never 

suspected; and seen a light from within. It is as if he found something at the back of his 

own heart that betrayed him into good.” 

What could this inner chamber be but a fragile sanctuary, that manger in our 

hearts wanting and watching and waiting for the Christ Child, a sanctuary for the 

divine love that casts out fear, a home for that peace that the world cannot give.  

 “Fear not.” That was the angel’s first word, but not the last. For then the whole 

multitude sang: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward to all 

people.” 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 O Son of God, yet born of Mary; the chosen Christ, and yet our brother; eternal 

Word, yet a child without speech; clothed in glory, yet wrapped in swaddling clothes: 

with the prophets who foretold you, with the angels who disclosed you, with the 

shepherds who beheld you, with the wise men who found you, we praise your name, 

and give you glory, with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

We pray for the Church, hidden in our homes today, but seen and loved by you. 

We pray for Christians everywhere, and for all who desire to know and love you. Keep 

your Church inspired by your truth, immersed in your love, and always ready heed 

you call.  

L: Lord in your mercy 



 6 

P: Hear our prayer 

 Redeeming God, we bring before you the deep divisions of our world. By your 

Spirit, temper human arrogance and pride; deepen true love and understanding in 

every heart and nation, that we may be united in the bonds of peace as one human 

family. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 God of all beauty, your will is that your creatures should enjoy the bounty of 

Creation and the life you have given us live. Bless those whose joy is robbed by hunger 

and poverty, disease and oppression. Bless the little we have done to help. Multiply it, 

in your mercy, to serve the needs of those unknown to us, but known and loved by you. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 God of compassion, bless those with whom we live, and those far away who we 

long to be with, but cannot. Put into our homes and hearts today the happiness that is 

born from true and faithful love; and the joy that comes when we make each other 

happy. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 O Prince of Peace, at whose birth the angels sang of peace on earth, place your 

peace in our hearts and in the words of our own mouths, that we may speak its 

blessings out loud, in simple words of kindness to each other.  

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Holy Lord, who came to dwell with us that we may live eternally with you, we 

remember those who have died. Give rest unto your servants, and let light perpetual 

shine upon them.…(keep a time of silence in God’s presence)…. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

  Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us 

power to be your children. Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, so 

that all creation may sing new songs of gladness and walk in the way of peace. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 

Benediction  

(Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen 


