
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

  

The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

6 June 2021 

  

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

  

Opening Words  

L: This is the day that the Lord has made;  

P: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L: Let us worship God. 

  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

            God most holy: from love that cannot be measured you made all that is; with 

grace that cannot be exhausted you hold us in being; with wisdom that cannot be 

plumbed govern all things. Lifting our voices before you, we sing your praise; lifting 

our hearts before you, we rejoice that you are God; lifting our lives before you, we 

worship and adore you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

Merciful One, into the peace of your presence we bring our restless lives, and we 

confess our sin and brokenness. Forgive what we have been when we have not been 

true to your image in us. Amend what we are, direct what we shall become, and shed 

your light on the path before us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

            God of true judgment and source of all mercy, when we hid ourselves in shame, 

you sought us out in love. Grant us the fullness of your forgiveness, that as one people, 

united in your grace, we may stand with Christ against the powers of evil; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be glory forever. Amen 

  

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting.” May God grant us pardon, 

true repentance, and bring us to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 
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Prayer for Illumination   God of mercy, amid the changes and chances of this mortal 

life, help us to hear your unchanging word, that we may trust in your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

The Psalm for the Day 

  

Psalm 138   (Words of thanksgiving for the help of God) 

  

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

   before the gods will I sing praise to you. 

I will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name, 

   because of your love and faithfulness; 

   for you have glorified your name 

   and your word above all things. 

In the day that I called to you, you answered me; 

   you put new strength in my soul. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 

   for they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 

   that great is the glory of the Lord. 

Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly; 

   as for the proud, he regards them from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

   you will preserve me; 

   you will stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

   your right hand will save me. 

The Lord shall make good his purpose for me; 

   your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever; 

   forsake not the work of your hands. 

  

(Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

  

A Reading for the Day 

  

St Mark 3: 19b-35   (Jesus describes his true family) 

  

Jesus went home. The crowd came together again, so that they could not even 

eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, ‘He 

has gone out of his mind.’ 
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And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul, and by 

the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.’ 

And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast 

out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a 

house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has 

risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no 

one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the 

strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

‘Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 

they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, 

but is guilty of an eternal sin’— for they had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’ 

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him 

and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, ‘Your mother 

and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.’ 

And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those 

who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the 

will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’ 

  

L: This is the Gospel of the Risen Christ. 

P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

Some thoughts on the Reading 

  

 St Mark 3:22  “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons." 

  

            Jesus’ family thought he’d been out in the sun too long. “People were saying, ‘He 

has gone out of his mind,’” says St Mark. 

Whenever we hear those words – “People are saying” – with something 

derogatory added on, we’re in the verbal gutter. Rumour and innuendo breed there. 

Conspiracy theories piggyback on rumour and innuendo. Reputable news 

organisations must ‘fact check’. Dishonest ones don’t. They’re a megaphone for lies. 

“People are saying Covid is a hoax.” “People are saying vaccines carry a tracking 

device.” “People are saying the U.S. election was rigged.” 

“People are saying a lot of things,” sure. But all too often, their words tell us 

nothing about the real world. They tell us about their state of mind instead. Sometimes 

it’s a fearful, paranoid mind. 

St Mark tells us that Jesus’ family were afraid of what “people were saying” 

about him. Then some Scribes showed up from Jerusalem. 

“He has Beelzebul,” they said. 
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This is a scornful slur. It means, ‘Prince of Demons’. It derives from ‘Beelzebub’ 

in the Old Testament, a name that made fun of ‘Baal’, a god of Israel’s rival. ‘Beelzebub’ 

means ‘Lord of the Flies’, perhaps because flies can be pests and ‘little devils’, perhaps 

because they swarm around dung heaps. Maybe that’s the slur: ‘dung’ is their Lord. But 

I’m speculating. Also digressing. 

“Jesus has Beelzebul. By the ruler of the demons, he casts out demons,” said the 

Scribes. This slur could fit into a single tweet. 

“Hang on,” said Jesus. “If I were the Lord of All-Things-Demonic, I wouldn’t be 

casting out my own team of demons, would I? If I did that, I’d only defeat myself. After 

all, a house divided against itself cannot stand. So, there’s something wrong with your 

logic, you Scribes-from-Jerusalem.” 

Guess how convincing that was. 

            Jesus goes on to say something quite troubling. “Every blasphemy can be 

forgiven except this one,” he says. “Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit is 

guilty of an eternal sin.” He was looking at those Scribes when he said this. 

            What can this mean? It means something like this. To falsify God’s work of 

forgiveness in Jesus Christ, by calling him ‘Satan’ in a paranoid pose of rigid 

righteousness, is to collude in a ‘Big Lie’. But if we collude in this ‘Big Lie’, how could 

we ever receive forgiveness from the very agent of forgiveness we’ve lied about? It 

would be like receiving payment in a currency we’ve called ‘bankrupt’. How could we 

ever spend it? 

So, “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness.” 

Jesus scandalised religious authorities. He scandalised his own family too. 

‘Religion’ and ‘family’ were old-fashioned ways of signalling our identity to ourselves 

and each other, rather in the way ‘race’, ‘nationality’, and ‘gender’ do now. 

Yet the revolution Jesus set in motion refuses to see any of these as the ultimate, 

or even the most interesting, ‘markers’ of our identity. There’s something built into the 

‘DNA’ of Christianity that wants to push us far beyond ‘race’, ‘nationality, ‘class’ and 

‘gender’, in order to create a truer humanity. 

St Paul was onto this from the very beginning. He told the Galatians, “In Christ 

there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female.” No one had heard 

anything like this before. He didn’t mean to deny these different ‘markers’ of our 

identity. They’re real. They matter. But none of them are ‘ultimate’. Neither is our 

family or ‘homeland’, love them as we do (or not). 

On those rare occasions when people have seriously tried to live Christianity, 

they’ve felt compelled to rise above these markers of identity – or if not to rise above 

them, then to dig beneath them until we reach bedrock. 

This bedrock is our true identity. It’s built upon the Gospel. It makes each of us 

into a ‘new creature in Christ’. ‘Christian’ isn’t just one more ‘group identity’. Each of us 
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is intensely different and intensely individual. Yet we all belong to Christ, and therefore 

to each other. 

But what if announcing “I am a new creature in Christ” sounds like laughable 

nonsense in the ears of our children, as it clearly seems to do? What if we no longer have 

any credible confidence in our identity ‘in Christ’? 

Then we’ll revert to those shallow markers of identity: our economic bracket, 

skin colour, profession, age demographic, our ‘opinions’. We’ll huddle in homogenous 

silos with our ‘cultural family’, those ‘familiars’ who ‘fit in’, who think and look like us. 

In our echo chambers, we’ll worship our ‘values’. They’ll tell us who we are, not Jesus 

Christ. 

As an ‘official’ though not especially ‘good’ Christian, paid to wear a ‘dog collar’, 

I find myself being more and more disparaged for the Christian Church’s many sins. 

I’m looked upon as Beelzebub, the demonic source of terrible misdeeds and the heinous 

mistreatment of others down the centuries. Accused of wearing a superstitious 

straitjacket, I feel judged by those who wear an ideological straitjacket. 

Make no mistake, the Church’s sins, past and present, are all too real. Sins will 

happen in the future, too, under the guise of ‘doing good’ (because we all pretend to 

know what ‘doing good’ means). That’s exactly why we dare not ‘sin against the Holy 

Spirit’, the Spirit of truth, or deny our on-going need for forgiveness. 

             “Whoever does the will of God…they are my brother and sister and mother,” 

said Jesus. He scandalised the world by subverting the way we settle into ‘families’ that 

turn out to be suffocating silos of self-righteousness. For these will never save us. 

            If Jesus doesn’t scandalise us still, it’s because we’ve stopped listening to him. So, 

I’ll stop right there, lest you think I’ve been out in the sun too long. 

  

Prayers of Intercession 

            Eternal God, our beginning and our end, be our comfort and guide as we journey 

through this life. Use our hands to do the work of your creation and use our lives to 

share the new life you offer to all. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ, for vigilance to follow where Christ 

would lead us, for courage to speak the truth, and for grace to act with love. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            We lift up to you now, and name in our hearts, those who are ill, those who are 

passing through times of trial and testing, suffering and sickness, and those whose lives 

are drawing to a close. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 
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Lord Jesus Christ, when you lived on earth you had compassion on the sick. 

Have compassion now, we pray, on all who need your healing touch, in body, mind, 

and spirit. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            Look with mercy on places where injustice and wrong are done. Take from every 

heart the lure of power un-tempered by your love and truth. Remove the fantasy that 

force alone can make all things right. And make us, we pray, agents of peace in a world 

of unrest, and agents of unrest in a world of false peace. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Holy One, we commend to your care those who call each other family, and we 

pray for the life they live together. Keep them free from bitterness and strife, ready to 

show patience and mutual respect, willing to forgive and to seek forgiveness, and to 

encourage each other in affection, that they may dwell in peace and share in joy. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            Eternal God, your love is stronger than death. We rejoice that the dead as well as 

the living are in your love and care. Grant that we may walk with your strength in our 

souls, your truth in our minds, and your love in our hearts; so that, when we come to 

stand before you, we may know the joy of our homecoming…(keep a time of silence in 

God’s presence)…. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            Holy one, you meet us in the depths of our darkest hours and you share them 

with us in the suffering of your Son. By his rising from death, give us new light to guide 

us in the way we should go, that we may find renewal of life, and strong voices to 

praise your name. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

  

Benediction                                        

(Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen 

 


