
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

  

The 2nd Sunday of Advent 

5 December 2021 

  

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

  

Opening Words  

L: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

P: Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

L: Let us worship God. 

  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

            Eternal Love, who show your splendour in the humble birth of your only 

begotten Son, we praise you for the joy of this season, for the light of your love shining 

brightly at the darkest time of the year. Help us to rejoice in the coming of our Lord, to 

see his glory with eyes undimmed, and then receive his blessing. Glory be to you, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

Holy God, and merciful, we confess our sin. You know the secrets of our hearts: 

how blind we are to our own faults, yet harsh in judging others; how swift we are to 

take for gain, yet slow to give for others. Help us to know that no wrong we have done, 

no good we have failed to do, could be too great for you to forgive. As we receive your 

mercy, restore your image in us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

God of our salvation, you straighten the winding way of our hearts and smooth 

the paths made rough by sin. Keep our hearts watchful in holiness, and bring to 

perfection the good you have begun in us; through him whose coming is certain, whose 

day draws near, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy, one God forever.  Amen 

  

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.” May God grant us pardon, true repentance, and bring us 

to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 
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Prayer for Illumination   Holy Lord, prepare our hearts to receive your Word. Silence in 

us any voice but your own, that, by hearing, we may know your will and trust in your 

truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

  

St Luke 1: 68-79  (The Song of Zechariah) 

  

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

   for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.  

He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 

   in the house of his servant David,  

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  

   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

   and has remembered his holy covenant,  

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 

   before him all our days.  

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

   by the forgiveness of their sins.  

By the tender mercy of our God, 

   the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

   to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

  

 (Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

  

A Reading for the Day 

  

St Luke 3: 1-6  (The proclamation of John the Baptist) 

  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 
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He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth;  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

  

L: This is the Gospel of the Risen Christ. 

P: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

Some thoughts on the Reading 

  

St Luke 3:2 “...the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” 

  

            St Luke is an historian. We need historians. Life is messy. Historians find marks 

of clarity in the mess that is the past, those reference points that brought us into this 

present mess, whatever it may be. St Luke rummages through the vault of Israel’s 

memory, searching for one of those marks the way someone might flip through a family 

photo album to find a half-remembered picture. 

He finds what he wants to say about John the Baptist in some antique words of 

Isaiah. They proclaimed the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon. They readied the people for 

a long march home. It was “the voice of one crying in the wilderness.”  

That ‘voice’ was a messenger of freedom, summoning Israel to march across the 

wilderness and head straight home for Jerusalem – home, now, where they could try 

once again to become the people they were always meant to be. “Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God,” the voice shouted. All they 

had to do was put one foot in front of the other. God had cleared a ‘straight path’ for 

them. 

In the same way, says St Luke, there came a new messenger of God crying out in 

the wilderness. But as a good historian, he wants us to know that John the Baptist’s 

sudden arrival on the scene didn’t happen ‘once upon a time’, in the pretend time of 

myths of fairy tales. Like Isaiah’s voice, it happened in ‘real time’, in a real place, “in the 

fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee…,” and so on. 



 4 

These were the successful men – Tiberias, Pilate, Herod, Caiaphas – history’s 

movers and shakers, whose deeds and exploits get chronicled in the traditional kind 

history book. They were successful because they never said ‘no’ to secular power. They 

said, ‘Yes sir!’ Their reward was to wield a portion of that power. Their images were 

stamped on coins and their names were carved on the cornerstones of buildings. They 

made history. They often made a mess of it. 

But the Gospel is a different kind of history. St Luke gives us the names of these 

Governors and High Priests, not just to locate Jesus’ coming in a real time and place, but 

also to indicate the strange turn that history was about to take, for those who had eyes 

to see and ears to hear. 

All the ambition of Pilate, all the self-assurance of Herod, and all the piety of 

Caiaphas had led to violence, exploitation, and bloodshed, the mess of human history. 

Then, in his sudden loud voice, John the Baptist told his people that they’d been 

looking in all the wrong places for all the wrong things. So, the first thing they needed 

to do is ‘repent’, to turn themselves around, straighten their path, and get their mess 

sorted out. 

Only, it’s not just ‘repent and be sorry’, and that’s that. Christian Faith is not a 

slightly nicer way to live, or a kinder, gentler attitude to others. 

Jesus’ coming into the world is a new beginning in history. That’s the point. 

That’s what John the Baptist announces. That’s what baptism signifies: a new 

beginning. 

Instead of power, we’re given love; and in place of someone to blame, we’re 

offered forgiveness. This is the real, hidden thread that runs through history, the only 

one that can mend all our messes, past, present, and future. 

Christianity is not about preserving law and order, propping up whatever 

‘Caesar’ happens to be in charge right now, and carefully keeping the Temple’s 

etiquette. Nor is it about keeping our lives well-combed, domesticated, and neat. 

God’s rule is not like Caesar’s rule in history. God’s Word can bypass every other 

power, making a straight path into the messed-up places of our own hearts, and do its 

redeeming work there, renewing our lives with its fierce and thrilling message: “Your 

Lord is coming. Prepare your hearts to receive him.” 

  

Prayers of Intercession  

            God of mercy and might, prepare a way in the wilderness, clear a straight path in 

our hearts, that the advent of your Son may find us watchful and eager for the glory he 

reveals. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            We pray for the Church of Christ. O God, you call your people to shine as lights 

in the world. We pray for those who bear witness to you in difficult places, and for 
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those who suffer for what they believe to be true. Uphold their faith, give them freedom 

to think and act, and cause your word to be heard and heeded.  

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

             We pray for peace, wherever there is hostility and warfare, for those in need, for 

the poor who need food and shelter, for the rich who need to share their affluence, for 

the sick, who need healing, for the oppressed, who need justice; and for all of us, who 

need your forgiveness. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            Merciful God, by your Son’s incarnation, you have united things earthly and 

heavenly. Look with mercy on the sorrows of our city, our nation, our world; where 

there is conflict, help us to bring peace; where there is pain, comfort; where there is 

inequity, justice; where there is hatred, love. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            We pray for crowded hospitals and care homes, for those who work within them, 

and for those who watch over the public health of all society. Help all of us to care for 

the sick, to heal the wounds of life, and to comfort those who are dying. When we grow 

weary, renew our strength.   

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            O God of all times and places, we give thanks for those who have died in the 

faith, especially those known to us, who have entered into the joy and peace of your 

presence. Grant that we may come to share with them the glory of everlasting life. 

…(keep a time of silence in God’s presence)…. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            Eternal God, as you led your people in ages past, direct our journey in years to 

come, until that day when you gather up all things in Christ, your peace indwells all 

Creation, and we shall feast forever at your Table; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen 

  

 Benediction (Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen 


