
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

  

The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

19 September 2021 

  

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

  

Opening Words  

L:  Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 

P:  Worship the Lord with gladness. 

L:  Let us worship God. 

  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

God of glory, in your wisdom you made us, in Jesus Christ you came to redeem 

us, and through your Holy Spirit, you bless our lives, body and soul. Give us, now, the 

breath of your Spirit to worship you, and, with all creation, to praise you, the true life of 

all. 

Holy One, when we forget your mercy, your face is hidden from us. And when 

we neglect to show your mercy, we hide your face from each other. Help us to confess 

our brokenness, confide in your grace, and trust in your mercy. Draw us nearer to 

yourself, that we may draw near to you. Heal us and forgive us, we pray. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

            O God, protector of the poor and defender of the just, in your kingdom the last 

become first, the gentle are strong, and the lowly are exalted. Give us wisdom from 

above, that we may find in your servant, Jesus, the pattern of true discipleship and the 

grace to persevere in following him; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen 

             

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.” May God grant us pardon, true repentance, and bring us 

to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 

  



 2 

Prayer for Illumination   Eternal God, in your loving wisdom you set us beside the 

fountain of life, like a tree planted by running streams. Fill us with a love of your 

wisdom, that we may bear fruit in the beauty of holiness; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen 

  

The Psalm for the Day 

  

Psalm 1     (Delight in the goodness of God’s Law) 

  

Happy are those 

   who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

   or sit in the seat of scoffers;  

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

   and on his law they meditate day and night.  

They are like trees 

   planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

   and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper.  

The wicked are not so, 

   but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 

   nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

   but the way of the wicked will perish. 

  

(Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

  

A Reading for the Day 

  

St Mark 9: 30-37  (Jesus teaches the meaning of true greatness) 

  

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone 

to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 

will rise again.’ 

But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
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Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 

‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 

But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 

who was the greatest. 

He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first 

must be last of all and servant of all.’ 

Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 

said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

  

Some thoughts on the Reading 

  

St Mark 9: 32  They did not understand what he was saying, and they were afraid to ask him. 

  

On the first day of a new job, if there’s something we don’t understand – where 

are the tools kept, how do you switch on this computer, can use any mug? – it’s natural 

to feel nervous. There’s so much we don’t yet know but feel we ought to know. 

In an episode of Seinfeld, George Costanza’s boss assigns him a big project. 

George doesn’t hear his boss spouting the details, and he’s too neurotic to ask him to 

repeat them, lest he look like the fool which – let’s face it – he is. Every so often his boss 

pokes his head into his office and asks, “How’s that project going?” George squirms, 

and says, “Great!” He digs himself an ever-deepening hole. 

Did the disciples discover that, by signing on to Jesus’ mission, they were 

digging themselves a hole too? “They didn’t understand what Jesus was saying, and 

they were afraid to ask him,” says St Mark. 

“Too afraid to ask….” I once had trouble with a photocopier in a library. 

Everyone knew the tyrannical librarian who ruled there just hated people. To ask him 

for help was to feel like a hen asking the fox for directions. 

Of course, the photocopier jammed on me. So, I asked myself, “What would 

George Costanza do?” I opened one of the service panels and gazed into its guts. It 

beeped in protest, which made the librarian, who’d been scowling at me all along, 

heave a sigh you could hear in the street. He stormed over, pushed me aside, fixed the 

photocopier, and scolded me for not asking for help for things I didn’t understand. 

I said nothing. I was silent. (I know. That surprises you.) But what I wanted to 

say is, “Who would ever ask you for help?” 

I can’t help sympathising with Jesus’ disciples. By the seashore, he’d said 

“Follow me.” And they did. Fishing had paid the bills, but that was getting a bit 

monotonous. Following Jesus was a new career path, and maybe a path to greatness. 
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But now, after many healings and teach-ins, the fun was fading. “Here’s how 

things will go,” he said. “The Son of Man will be betrayed, killed, and on the third day 

rise.” 

Their response was silence. They couldn’t get their heads around this, especially 

the ‘betrayed-and-killed’ part. What they must have wanted to ask, “How is that a path 

to greatness?” But they were too afraid. 

            At that point, some distance opened up between Jesus and his disciples. This 

happens to us too. The first signs of trouble bruise our first enthusiasm, and we begin 

second guessing ourselves, our faith, God, the Church. What’s so great about it all? 

The disciples still followed him, yes, but they hung back now, out of Jesus’ 

earshot. When they got to Capernaum, Jesus asked, “What were you talking about on 

the way?” And again, they were silent. 

Have you watched school children walking home like feral dogs in noisy packs? 

What are they talking about? Who got the best mark in the spelling test? Who got in 

trouble that day? Who got to the highest level in the latest computer game? But when 

they get home, a parent asks, “What were you talking about with your friends today?” 

“Oh, nothing....” 

“What were you discussing on the way?” Jesus asked. “They were silent,” says 

Mark, “for on the way they’d argued about who is the greatest.” And their silence tells 

us that even though they don’t fully understand Jesus, or the greatness of his mission, a 

part of them does understand. They were silent because, in his presence, now, their talk 

and ambition embarrassed them. 

“Look,” he said, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 

It’s one of those crazy paradoxes you find in the Gospel. “To be first you must be last, to 

be great you must serve, and really to live is to give your life away.” 

You’d think this would put an end to all boasting, wouldn’t you? But no. There 

are stories of pious monks who used this truth to score points off each other, to outdo 

each other in fasting, let’s say (their own version of the ‘hunger games’). In a bid for this 

new kind of ‘reverse-greatness’, they’d fight over who gets to serve the leper. They’d 

fight to come last because that way they’d come first.  

And not just monks. Have you met the sort of person who, no matter what sort 

of sacrifice you’ve endured, can always go one better? (Like Monty Python’s Four 

Yorkshiremen.) But when we parade our humility, all we show is our pride. 

Surely, Jesus wasn’t issuing new rules for scoring at the same old game, was he? 

His mission was deeper and truer than that, though we can only make sense of it if we 

keep his life and death in view. What we fear to ask him – “What is so great about 

following you?” – he shows us on the cross. 

What do I mean? There’s a popular misconception that God wants us to be 

servile, to bow and scrape before his throne. Why? Is it because God is an almighty 
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potentate who, as it happens, finds it rather pleasing when we do? Does God have an 

insatiable ego and it’s our job to stroke it? 

But to believe this – or to rebel against it, as many of us do – is to neglect the 

truth Jesus Christ shows us, which is this: God has bowed before us. God is almighty, 

yes, God is powerful, yes. But God is almighty and powerful love. Part of us already 

knows what we’re too afraid to ask. We see God’s greatness in what Jesus does for us 

on the cross. And we know it must change us, and what our lives must become. 

“Whoever would be first must be last of all and servant of all.” This is true of 

Jesus himself. It’s not a new scorecard for a game we’ve always played (‘who’s the 

greatest?’). It’s not a way to win by seeming to come last. It’s true and right because 

God is this way. 

How do we know? We know because Jesus didn’t just speak of God’s greatness in 

story and parable. He became the story. He is the parable of God’s greatness when he 

climbs onto the cross to heal a weary world. 

  

Prayers of Intercession 

            We join the whole Church of every age to lift our hearts in thankful praise to you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

            We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ. When we grow weary, revive us by your 

Spirit. In times of sorrow, when hope itself seems lost, help us to trust the power of 

your unfailing love, and to be grateful for that new life we cannot now imagine. Let 

your people live for you without fear, and in love for one another. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer                                                    

            We pray for those who have too much money, and for those who have too little. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us that we cannot love God and money, and that all our 

possessions are a trust from you. Teach us to be faithful to you, in the use of our time, 

our talents, and our money. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who feel unseen and lonely, only a number in a faceless 

crowd. We pray for those in prison or facing trial, and for those who live in a private 

world of grief. We pray for those whom you love dearly, but whom the world does not 

love; those we pass by on the other side, those who have no share in this world’s joy, 

those who do not fit in anywhere. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 
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            God of wisdom and might, we pray for our nation and for those who will soon 

bear the burden of leadership after the General Election tomorrow. May your own Holy 

Spirit so direct their counsels and actions that they may be open to the needs of all 

people, pursue the greatness of their calling in a spirit of service, and accept the 

challenge to do what is just and right. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Holy One, when we were heartsick and filled with grief, you sent us Jesus Christ 

to be our healing. Anoint us now with his Spirit of comfort and joy, that we may live in 

the richness of your love. Remembering those who have died, and with gratitude for 

the whole communion of saints, we keep a time of silence in God’s presence …(keep a 

time of silence in God’s presence)…. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ, be near us to defend us, within us to refresh us, around us 

to preserve us, before us to guide us, and above us to bless us; who lives and reigns 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God for evermore. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

  

Benediction                                        

(Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen  

  
 


