
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 a.m. 

20 September 2020 

 

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

 

Opening Words  

L: Worship the Lord with gladness, 

P: Come into God’s presence with singing. 

L: Let us worship God. 

 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

 God of glory, in your wisdom you made us, in Jesus Christ you came to redeem 

us, and through your Holy Spirit, you bless our lives, body and soul. Give us, now, the 

breath of your Spirit to worship you, and, with all creation, to praise you, the true life of 

all. 

Holy One, when we forget your mercy, your face is hidden from us. And when 

we neglect to show your mercy, we hide your face from each other. Forgive our envy of 

someone else’s good fortune. Draw us now to yourself, so that in humility we may 

draw near to you, confessing our brokenness, confiding in your grace, and trusting in 

your mercy. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us; 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

God most high, your ways are not our ways, for you lavish kindness equally 

upon all. You are rich in love for your people. Teach us to rejoice in your mercy towards 

others, even as we hope to receive mercy ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

  

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.” May God grant us pardon, true repentance, and bring us 

to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 
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Prayer for Illumination 

God of compassion, calm the clamour in our hearts, and hush within us any voice but 

your own; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

The Psalm for the Day 

 

Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45 (God’s faithfulness to Israel) 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

   make known his deeds among the peoples.  

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

   tell of all his wonderful works.  

Glory in his holy name; 

   let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

Seek the Lord and his strength; 

   seek his presence continually.  

Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

   his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered,  

O offspring of his servant Abraham, 

   children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  

Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, 

   and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled.  

Egypt was glad when they departed, 

   for dread of them had fallen upon it.  

He spread a cloud for a covering, 

   and fire to give light by night.  

They asked, and he brought quails, 

   and gave them food from heaven in abundance.  

He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 

   it flowed through the desert like a river.  

For he remembered his holy promise, 

   and Abraham, his servant.  

So he brought his people out with joy, 

   his chosen ones with singing.  

He gave them the lands of the nations, 

   and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples,  

that they might keep his statutes 

   and observe his laws. 

Praise the Lord! 
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(Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

 

A Reading for the Day 

 

St Matthew 20: 1-16  (The parable of the labourers in the vineyard) 

 

Jesus said: The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the 

usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-

place. And he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 

is right.” So they went. 

When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around. And he 

said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 

They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” 

He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 

labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 

When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 

Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more. But each of 

them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 

But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 

agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 

give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 

what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last. 

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Risen Lord. 

P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Some thoughts on the Reading 

 

St Matthew 20:15  Are you envious because I am generous? 
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So says the vineyard owner. One group works in his vineyard for twelve-hours 

under a scorching sun. By sundown, they’re weary and hungry. They open their pay 

packets and find a single ‘denarius’. It’s the going rate for a daily wage, enough to keep 

them alive for another day. It’s also the amount they’d contracted for, not a penny 

more, not a penny less. But some part-timers came late in the day and worked only for 

an hour; and lo, they get a denarius too. Seeing this, the full-time brigade whinge and 

whine: “You made them equal to us!” they cry. “You’ve demeaned our worth!” 

“Did I?” asks the vineyard owner. “Didn’t we agree on a daily wage? Why does 

my kindness to them make you mad at me? Are you envious because I’m generous?” he 

asks. But the Greek words are these: “Is your eye evil because I am good?”  

We all have an ‘evil eye’. It labours in the service of ‘envy’. And envy never 

sleeps. Like the Distant Early Warning Line in the Arctic, scanning the skies for 

incoming missiles, our evil eye watches for incoming insults. Its peripheral vision is 

sharp. It notes the fortunes that come to others. It sees how prosperous it makes them. 

Then it draws a mental chart comparing those fortunes to ours. Envy feeds on those 

comparisons. Remember the Prodigal Son’s older brother? “Why should he get the 

fatted calf, the robe and ring, the party and the music? Where’s my reward?” he cries. 

“It’s not fair.” 

That’s the sting in Jesus’ parable. The Gospel is not fair. Neither is it ‘just’, if by 

‘justice’ we mean a system of rewards that runs from Scoundrel to Saint. The lowly 

Scoundrel gets a meagre handout, but the holy Saint gets a six-figure blessing with 

stock options, rather in the way Corporations apportion the size of their paycheques, 

from floor-sweepers at the bottom to executives at the top. But no. In this parable, each 

worker’s pay packet holds not what they ‘earned’ through merit, or competence, or 

hours of effort and toil. Each pay packet holds what each one needs, a daily wage – not a 

penny more, not a penny less. Like manna in the wilderness, it’s their ‘daily bread’. 

When Christians talk the way Jesus talks in this parable, and when they try to 

make it real in the tangled web of business and commerce, a man in an expensive suit 

sitting high in a glass tower inevitably grabs a megaphone and shouts, “Hey, down 

there! Here’s a dose of reality. Jesus’ economic theory won’t work. Not in the real world. 

What he says about heaven and whatnot sounds nice, sure, but Jesus is (let’s admit it) a 

starry-eyed idealist when it comes to running a business on earth. I didn’t get wealthy 

by working. I got wealthy by getting others to work for me. But if everyone gets a daily 

wage, regardless of effort, who’ll put in a whole day’s work? Everyone will show up for 

the last hour, won’t they? This is a recipe for laziness, and if my workers are lazy, that 

impoverishes me. No, it won’t work in the real world.” So says the CEO of Secular 

Vineyards Inc. 

But what he calls the ‘real world’ is just ‘the world as we have made it to be’, one 

where his hoard of wealth impoverishes others. A world where, if you’re well-

connected, able-bodied, and just the right amount of ‘selfish’, you’ll do very well 
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indeed. But if you’re not? “Well, the pittance in your pay packet is the measure of your 

worth to me,” he says. “Fair is fair. Welcome to the real world.” 

But for all the ‘idealism’ of his parables, Jesus does get at something real. For the 

real world is not made by us. The world is a ‘holy’ vineyard made by God’s grace. And 

there is no envy in grace. Grace is a gift, and gifts are not earned. And the first evidence 

of grace is the gift of life itself. 

Did you make yourself to be alive? No, I didn’t either. Neither did we give order 

and meaning to the universe. We didn’t make nature; nature made us. We don’t hold all 

things in being, God does. God’s grace is like gravity; it’s at work within us and around 

us all the time. And God’s grace apportions itself, not to our effort or merit, but only to 

our need. Can you imagine a human world that worked that way? Jesus did. That world 

would be the ‘real world’, wouldn’t it? That would be the kingdom of God. 

 Jesus’ parable ‘stings’ only if envy gets the upper hand, if we fail to imagine a 

God whose love and kindness are so unending, so unconditional, and so free, that they 

can be infinitely apportioned to our need – all our need, and the needs of all – and never 

run out. We stand before God like a group of desert dwellers when they stood before 

Niagara Falls for the first time; dumbfounded, speechless. Until their guide tried to 

hurry them on. They protested. “Just a little longer,” they said. “How long?” he asked. 

“Until they turn it off.” They couldn’t imagine how such an extravagant flow of water 

could be anything but temporary, limited, expensive. 

Is our eye evil because God is a waterfall of grace? Why would we envy a 

blessing that descends on someone else? It doesn’t degrade our worth, does it? Or did 

we think God’s blessing is a wage we earn? No one in Jesus’ parable gets what they 

earn. Yet everyone gets what they need, not a penny more, not a penny less. Which tells 

me we don’t live in a universe that’s run like a business. We live in a world made by 

grace and saved by love. That’s the real world, isn’t it? 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 We join the whole Church of every age to lift our hearts in thankful praise to you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ. When we grow weary, revive us by your 

Spirit. In times of sorrow, when hope itself seems lost, help us to trust the power of 

your unfailing love, and to be grateful for that new life we cannot now imagine. Let 

your people live for you without fear, and in love for one another. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer  

 We pray for those who have too much money, and for those who have too little. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us that we cannot love God and money, and that all our 
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possessions are a trust from you. Teach us to be faithful to you, in the use of our time, 

our talents, and our money. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who feel unseen and lonely, only a number in a faceless 

crowd. We pray for those in prison or facing trial, and for those who live in a private 

world of grief. We pray for those whom you love dearly, but whom the world does not 

love; those we pass by on the other side, those who have no share in this world’s 

wealth, those who do not fit in anywhere. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 God of wisdom and might, we pray for those who bear the burden of leadership, 

in every place and nation. May your own Holy Spirit so direct their counsels and 

actions that they may hear the cries of people, feel their sorrow within themselves, and 

do what is just and right. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Holy One, when we were heartsick and filled with grief, you sent us Jesus Christ 

to be our healing. Anoint us with his Spirit of comfort and joy, that we may live in the 

richness of your love. Remembering those who have died, and with gratitude for the 

whole communion of saints, we keep a time of silence in God’s presence …(keep a time of 

silence in God’s presence)…. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ, be near us to defend us, within us to refresh us, around us 

to preserve us, before us to guide us, and above us to bless us; who lives and reigns 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God for evermore. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 

Benediction 

(Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen 
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