
Common Worship in Separate Places 

For the people of Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 

London, Ontario 

and their friends 

  

The 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

15 August 2021 

  

To cross the threshold into worship, light a candle and keep a moment of silence. 

  

Opening Words  

L:  Send out your light and truth to be my guide. 

P:  Let them lead me to your holy hill, to your dwelling place. 

L:  Let us worship God. 

  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

Holy Lord, you call us to be members of one body in the Church of your Son 

Jesus Christ. Join us now with those who, in all times and places, have praised your 

name. Help us, with one heart and mind, to show forth the unity of your Church in the 

power of your Holy Spirit, to whom, with the Father and the Son, we offer glory and 

praise, now and forever.  

Merciful God, always perceiving, never deceiving, your word is living and 

active, able to judge the intentions of our hearts. We confess our confusion, sorrow, and 

sin. You see our blindness to things that matter, our obsession with things that do not, 

and our indifference to a world so much wider than our narrow-minded vision. Forgive 

what we have been, enlarge our vision, and help us become what you wish us to be. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

L: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Living God, source of wisdom and true discernment, you are a guide to those 

who seek your way and choose what is good. Mercifully grant that your people, 

feasting on the true bread of heaven, may have eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be glory evermore. Amen 

 

An Assurance of Pardon 

L: “God is our light and our salvation. Whom shall we fear?” May God grant us pardon, 

true repentance, and bring us to eternal life. 

P:  May the peace of Christ be with us all. 
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Prayer for Illumination    God of wisdom, illumine our minds. God of light, shine into 

our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

The Psalm for the Day 

  

Psalm 111   (Praise for the works of God) 

 

Praise the Lord! 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

   in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  

Great are the works of the Lord, 

   studied by all who delight in them.  

Full of honour and majesty is his work, 

   and his righteousness endures for ever.  

He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 

   the Lord is gracious and merciful.  

He provides food for those who fear him; 

   he is ever mindful of his covenant.  

He has shown his people the power of his works, 

   in giving them the heritage of the nations.  

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

   all his precepts are trustworthy.  

They are established for ever and ever, 

   to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  

He sent redemption to his people; 

   he has commanded his covenant for ever. 

   Holy and awesome is his name.  

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

   all those who practise it have a good understanding. 

   His praise endures for ever. 

 

(Said together) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

  

A Reading for the Day 

  

1 Kings 2: 10-12; 3: 3-14  (Solomon prays for wisdom at the beginning of his reign) 

David slept with his ancestors and was buried in the city of David. The time that 

David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned for seven years in Hebron, and 

thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 
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So, Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly 

established. 

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 

sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 

there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 

offerings on that altar. 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 

‘Ask what I should give you.’ 

And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 

father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love, and you have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 

‘And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 

father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, 

so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 

‘Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able 

to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do 

according to your word. 

‘Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before 

you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, 

both riches and honour all your life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will 

walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will lengthen your life.’ 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

P: Thanks be to God. 

  

Some thoughts on the Reading 

 

1 Kings 3:12   “I give you a wise and discerning mind.” 

 

In the story of ‘Aladdin and the Magic Lamp’, Aladdin rubs the lamp and frees a 

genie. “Master, I grant you three wishes, your heart’s desire,” says the genie. 

Do lotteries serve as our genie today? Of course, we’re more likely to be struck 

by lightning, twice, in the same spot, on two successive birthdays, than we are to win a 

lottery. That’s why lotteries have been called ‘a voluntary tax on stupidity’. 
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But maybe it’s not the remote chance of winning that makes people buy a lottery 

ticket. Maybe they’re purchasing a license to dream and fantasize. 

What would we do with so much cash? How would our lives change? Maybe 

we’d stay the same, only more. “If I had a million dollars, we wouldn’t have to eat Kraft 

Dinner…but we would eat Kraft Dinner, only more,” sang the Barenaked Ladies (back in 

the 1990s, when a million dollars meant something). 

If we’re already ruthless people, a lottery win would only make us into ruthless 

millionaires, wouldn’t it? Or if we’re generous people to begin with, a large cash prize 

would just enlarge our largesse. We’d be the same, only more. 

Rabbi Kushner tells a story about two shopkeepers. Their shops faced each other 

across the street. They competed fiercely, each trying to put the other out of business. 

One of them had a dream. An angel came to him and said: “God has said that 

any request you make of me, I will fulfil for you. I can give you riches, fame, a long life. 

Your children can be rich and famous. Ask what you wish and it’s yours. 

“But there’s one condition. Whatever I give you will be given in double measure 

to your competitor. If you’re rich, he’ll be twice as rich. If you live a long and happy life, 

his will be twice as long and twice as happy.” 

The man thought for a moment, and said, “Strike me blind in one eye.” 

Crafty, yes, but very mean. Our wishes expose our hearts. 

Solomon was a son of King David. When David died, Solomon inherited a 

throne, a kingdom, and a covenant with God. God promptly visited Solomon in a 

dream. “You’re my guy now. Ask what I should give you,” said God. 

Here’s Solomon’s answer: “Give your servant an understanding mind to govern 

your people, able to discern between good and evil.” 

He didn’t ask for wealth, fame, long life, or the death of his enemies. None of 

these would make him a better king. He needed an ‘understanding mind’ – a word that, 

in Hebrew, means ‘a listening heart’. In other words, he needed wisdom. 

The best leaders are not necessarily popular or beloved. Sometimes they are, 

maybe, for a while; but it’s never a sign that they’re good leaders, especially when 

trouble comes. Then they need to be firm, wise, disliked, and unpopular. 

Good rulers don’t need charm and beauty like film stars, or brawn and bravado 

like sports stars, or cut-throat ambition like business tycoons. In fact, these qualities 

may oppose good leadership. 

Solomon needed moral wisdom, the kind that truly listens with an open heart 

and speaks truly with an open mouth. This kind of wisdom can see the clear and good 

path through a quagmire of competing strategies and claims, and then be its advocate. 

This kind of wisdom can’t be ‘bought off’ or hoodwinked. Yet it’s not the same as 

being ‘smart’. Intelligence is open to corruption. Egos fall for flattery. Greed is cheaply 

bought. But wisdom weds itself to goodness and stays forever true. 
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Wise leaders see what’s good, not for themselves, but for everyone. They see not 

what’s easiest, but what’s best; not what’s expedient, but what’s right; not what works 

for short-term gain, but what will endure for long-term benefit. 

Wisdom doesn’t need an earthly throne. The Oracle of Delphi said that old and 

idle Socrates was the wisest man in all of Athens. This troubled Socrates. He didn’t 

think he knew very much at all. He lived in the age of the Sophists. Sophists were ‘wise 

guys’. For a fee, they’d give you a crack course in how to market yourself and get ahead 

in life. Sophists were pedlars of ‘The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Athenians’. 

Weren’t they wiser than Socrates? No, they were not. Socrates realised he was 

wiser than the ‘wise guys’ because he alone knew how little he knew. Just as it’s only 

the brave person who has courage to say, “I need help”, or holy people who sense their 

distance from God, so it’s only the wise person who readily admits, “I don’t know.” 

This made Socrates the first philo-sophist, a lover of wisdom, which is what the 

word philosopher really means, a ‘lover of wisdom’. We hunger for what we love, 

because we hunger for whatever we desire but don’t yet possess. This is why Plato, 

Socrates’ famous pupil, thought that only philosophers should be kings. 

Solomon, too, showed wisdom through his awareness of a need for wisdom. “I 

am only a child; I don’t know how to go out or come in,” he prayed. “Give your servant 

an understanding mind.” Why? To be a wise guy? No, “to govern your people well.” 

More than a lottery, more than dreams and fantasies, prayer exposes our hearts. 

What is prayer but exposing our broken humanity, our quagmire of wishes and wants, 

to God; and then asking God to straighten us out, to align us with his will, and to show 

us the clear and good path? 

It’s not easy to pray honestly. “We do not know how to pray as we ought,” said 

St Paul. Yet what wiser prayer could we begin with than this? “I do not know how to 

pray as I ought. Help me.” 

“I don’t want you, Lord,” St Augustine prayed. “But I want to want you.” 

One final thought. God said to Solomon: “No one like you has been before you, 

and no one like you shall rise after you.” God says this to each of us. God only made 

one of you and one of me. 

Life is brief. We must use our time wisely to learn how to govern ourselves with 

an understanding mind and a listening heart, to enjoy the ‘wealth’ God has bestowed 

on us – wealth in love, character, and relationships. 

In other words, we must learn to pray honestly and well. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Holy One, you work in ways we cannot fully fathom or control. Take charge of 

our words and speak through them. Pray in our prayers and work your will through 

them. 
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L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ; for the renewal of the Church’s life and 

mission. Make us faithful in proclaiming the gospel, compassionate in our care for those 

who suffer, and courageous in our witness to truth and righteousness. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 Judge eternal, enthroned in splendour, forgive the mess we have made of your 

world, for the selfishness of nations, for the waste we make of Nature, for the injustice 

committed by the powerful upon the powerless, and for our own disobedience to your 

way of love. Give us power to change, to turn and live another way. Give us leaders 

who are not afraid to be instruments of your will. 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Healing Love, we lift up to you and name in our hearts those who are ill, and all 

who are passing through times of trial and suffering.  

                        L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

 Lord of all nations, your Son commanded us to love our enemies. Lead them and 

us from prejudice to truth. Deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge. In 

your good time bring us together to stand before you, healed and forgiven. 

                        L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

God of life and glory, you have given us a share in the inheritance of the saints in 

light. Bring us to rejoice with them in your everlasting kingdom, where there is no dark 

nor dazzling but one equal light…(keep a time of silence in God’s presence)… 

L: Lord in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayer 

Holy One, from whom all things come, and to whom all things return, restore 

what is lost, heal what is wounded, and gather in those who have been rejected, that all 

the world may grow in the life of your eternal kingdom. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

  

Benediction                                        

(Said together) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen  


